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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To shorten the time required for initialization and to decrease partial erasing 

and noises at the time of erasing by simultaneously executing the initialization of an optical 
disk to plural tracks. 

CONSTITUTION: The optical recording medium 1 is rotated by a motor 21. The medium 1 
is irradiated with a laser beam 4 formed by attenuating an argon laser 3 with an ND filter 
31 and passing the same through a mirror 32 and an objective lens 33 in a box body 34 to 
condense the beam. The laser beam 4 is scanned in the radial direction 5 of the medium 1 
by movement of the mirror 32 and the lens 33 by using a motor 22 for laser scanning. The 
number of the tracks which are initialized at one time by the laser beam 4 is about 12 
tracks and the irradiation power density is small in the outer peripheral part of the laser 
beam. The irradiation time is short as well in said part. The laser beam 4 is, thereupon, so 
scanned that the irradiation regions thereof are partly superposed. The energy density is 
uniformized in this way and the time required for the initialization of the optical recording 
medium is shortened. The cause for the partial erasing and noise is no longer made. 
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